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result was that Cromwell, having taken arms for a Plrlia-
ment against a despotic king, became himself in the end
more despotic than ever Charles I had been. He ruled
without Parliament, though three times he summoned
and dissolved sham assemblies; he took taxes without
Parliament; his major-generals, who governed various
parts of Britain, were absolute.

England had become a military state. It had over-
thrown Ireland and Scotland. It made war on the Dutch
Republic. Blake and Monck, neither of them sailors by
profession, soon proved their worth at sea. The Dutch
fleets were defeated, and the Dutch forced to beg for
peace. Cromwell wished to put himself at the head of a
great League of Protestants in Europe, and he allied him-
self with France, because France, though Catholic, was
a bitter enemy of Spain. English fleets took Jamaica, and
captured Spanish treasure-galleons as they had done in
Elizabeth's reign. CromwelPs death, however, in 1658,
put an end to these ambitious schemes.

He left his power to his son Richard, but Richard was
not a soldier, and the Army would not obey him. In a Death of
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short time it appeared that the Army would obey no one; Disunion in
the " Rump " was recalled, and again expelled.   Every- theArfny'
one hated the Army, but no one could suggest a means
of getting rid of it.

Fortunately the Army was not united.  Monck marched
southwards from Scotland with his men;   Lambert at Monck and
the head of another section of the Army tried to stand atieon.estor"
against him and failed.   Monck reached London, and to
everyone's joy declared for a free Parliament. This meant
the recall of Charles II, for all alike, Cavaliers and Par-
liamentarians, had grown united in their hatred of the
Army, and were ready to welcome back a lawful king.
In 1660 the Convention Parliament, which Monck caused
to be summoned, immediately invited the king back.